[In 1917, after his last visit to America, Herbert Tree wrote
the following articles for the Daily Chronicle. Of these, together
with the articles in The Times, and with some additional matter,
he intended to make a small book. On the very last day of his life
he was busy with this scheme.']

MORE IMPRESSIONS OF AMERICA

[From the Daily Chronicle, June I3th, 1917.]

I

UNDER this heading I propose to set down some American
impressions and experiences, and to chronicle the vast changes
which have been wrought in America during the last six months.

It is a fortnight since I left New York in a riot of pro-Ally
enthusiasm. Had anyone ventured to prophesy such a trans-
formation a year ago he would have been regarded as a madman
or a sensational journalist. A great tidal wave has swept from
the East to the West, The awakening of America is but a part
of the world-movement which caused the revolution in Russia.
It has come as suddenly, its causes are no less deep-rooted, its
consequences will be no less overwhelming. It is the birth of
the New Life.

In recording these impressions, my point of view is human
rather than political. Nor do I pretend that they are more than
snapshots. But it may be claimed that the most valuable
impressions are the first and the last: the interim is often but
as a blurred phantasmagoria of undigested realities.

THE CONTRAST OF CITIES

A brief holiday in London during last September enabled
me to receive a fleeting impression of the changed conditions at
home. Black streets, men in khaki hurrying to and fro; men in
blue limping hither and thither; women in uniform; vice in
crape dancing rag-time; a greater simplicity of living; the
pervading irrepressible Cockney humour; and a sense of fate
somnolent and pregnant, overbrooding all.
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